Résumé. 2014 
If we assume that the rotation of the director is confined to the xOz plane, integration of (2) yields :
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The balance of forces leads to the conditions : where i = (1 ; 2); Wsi is the energy corresponding to the liquid crystal orientation in the vicinity of the surface for z = zi. This energy, which is required to move the molecules by a small angle from their equilibrium position ~, can be expressed by the formula (5) : where Wi is then the anchoring energy relative to the boundary surface. The results of equation (5) (Fig. 1) ; the upper plate is treated with a surfactant (organosilane) to obtain good homeotropic alignment of the nematic material «({J2 = 90° and 02 -90°). Such an interface presents a strong liquid crystal orienting interaction [6] , the anchoring energy being approximately 10-2 erg/cm2 [7] . The prism hypotenuse is coated with a thin SiO film. We used two consecutive oblique evaporations [8] , [9] : the first SiO film is evaporated at oblique incidence (~1 ~ 70°) and the second one at grazing incidence (~2 -85°), the total thickness being about 350 A. Such a coating gives us a tilt of the director (9 1 ~ 30°). The liquid crystal is 4-cyano-4'-nhexylbiphenyl (6 CB) and the measurements were performed at constant temperature :
For the tilt angle determination, we use the experimental device used in the previous experiments [1] , [2] and shown in outline in figure 2 : for a parallel polarization (TM), the critical angle depends on the orientation of the nematic liquid crystal, considered as a uniaxial anisotropic medium. We have proved [2] that this measurement involves a very thin boundary layer at the substrate, the thickness of which is approximately the penetration depth of the evanescent wave in the anisotropic medium (several J.1m). In our experiment, the laser beam diameter is about 1 mm, and we assume a constant nematic thickness over this diameter (the wedge angle formed with spacers of different thickness is 18' of arc). The measurements of the distance x provide an evaluation of d(x) corresponding to the tilt angle 91 (x). For each value of d(x) we have measured the reflectivity Ril ii (parallel polarization) as a function of the incidence angle 6 and deduced from it the tilt angle B 1 (x). The results are given in figure 3 . To determine the tilt angle, it is appropriate to take the value of incidence corresponding to : Fig. 2 We can write :
Using the value å(} = 2.7 ± 0.6°, and
we have the final result :
These results prove the validity of our assumptions (strong anchoring) and their self-consistency. 
